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23 Brockenhurst Road | South Ascot | Berkshire | SL5 9DJ

Call www.applewoodkitchens.co.uk email: info@applewoodkitchens.co.uk

See what our customers are saying www.applewoodkitchens.co.uk then click on testimonials tab
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Across Drown
5 Big pot belonging to a witch (8) 1 A large scary creature (7)
& Count (7) 2 You can probably see right through one!
7 It hangs upside down (3) (5)
8 or treat! (5) 3 o Lantern (4)
11 One might work at Gringotts Bank! (6) 4 Wooden box which might contain 17 down
14 Scare (8) (6)
16 17 Down is made of these (5) 5 A black one is lucky...or unlucky, depend-
18 You can carve one of these (7) ing on the superstition. (3)
20 A house full of ghosts is said to be 9 Spooky (6) -
[t 10 Usual colour of a witch's cat (5)
22 It howls at the moon (8) 12 Transport for a witch (5)
23 It drinks your blood (7) 13 It's definitely not made of cheesel (4)
24 Terrjf}rjng {5] 15 You I'I‘II-QI'IT find 2 Down here fg'}
25 It's dark at (5) 17 Doctors sometimes have one of these
27 It has eight legs (6) 19 It comes from Egypt (5)

23 31st October (9) 21 Hermione Granger is one (5)
_ 22 27 Across might spin one of these (3]

WHat 1S 3 gHoSt's Favourite Food?
I-§cream!

What MuSic do MUMMes LiSteN to?
Wrap Musie!

UDRNIOS PIOMSS0I)
- - -_—
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Delivered FREE in
Binfield, Winkfield and Ascot.
Also available at several pickup
points including local libraries,
garden centres and retail outlets.

For further information:

Tel. 01344 444657

Email
info@wordmag.co.uk

Website
www.wordmag.co.uk I

Publisher
The Warfield Word Ltd

Printer
Norwood Press

a5

This publication has been
printed using eco-friendly inks,
on paper from responsible
sources.

“ Once you have finished
with this magazine, please
' e recycle or pass on to a

friend or neighbour.

While all reasonable care is taken to ensure
accuracy, the publisher cannot accept liability for
errors or omissions relating to the adverts or
editorials in this magazine nor for losses arising
as a result.

No part of this publication may be reproduced
without the permission of the authors as it is
protected by copyright.

The publisher does not endorse any product or
service offered in this publication.
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9000+ Reviews

4.96 Excellent

or online
gutterpro.co.uk

House Plans &
Architectural
i Drawings

We provide a complete design and plan-

ning service for householders who wish to
improve or enlarge their homes.

We specialise in preparing plans for
approval and will deal with all the paper-
work. We will visit you to talk over your
requirements, suggest design ideas to
make your project a success and submit
your plans for approval.

We have spent many years working
‘hands on’, building extensions and new
homes to NHBC standards, enabling
us to bring a wealth of practical experi-
ence to your project.

01189 122 319

free consultation at your home

Good Developments Ltd

info@gooddevelopments.co.uk www.gooddevelopments.co.uk




Warfield Environment Group

VERGE MANAGEMENT

Blooming

Biodiversity

Date(s) to be confirmed

Many of you will be aware of three verges in Whitegrove which have
largely been left unmown. These are being managed as wildflower
areas for the benefit of wildlife. Two wildflower surveys were
undertaken over the summer, and we were pleased to find up to 30
wildflower species on each verge. We were also delighted to find
several young Wild Service Trees — a Bracknell Forest priority species
— growing in the verge nearest All Saints Rise. Once these saplings
are more established, two or three will be allowed to grow into
mature trees (they are currently protected by a dead hedge fence).

The verges will be mown soon (they may already be mown by the
time you read this). We will then need volunteers to help rake and
scarify the verges to remove any remaining cuttings (to prevent
nutrients entering the soil), and to open up the soil to an over
sowing of wildflower seeds. If you would like to help, please follow
us on social media or email us to join our mailing list. We will publish
event details once we are able to do so.

www.warfieldenvgroup.wordpress.com <y "0'70;@/

E< warfieldenvironmentgroup@hotmail.com &\b )
1 @WarfieldEnvGrp ~ b
K Warfield Environment Group Z

Next event: Hedge Maintenance in November (tbc)

dnoxo ™
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INSPIRED KITCHEN DESIGNS LTD
»>

DESIGNERS AND SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY KITCHENS

Designers & suppliers of quality kitchens in
Berkshire, Surrey & surrounding areas

Free design & quotation | Finance options available

e 07557802195
™ info@inspiredkitchendesigns.co.uk
g www.inspiredkitchendesigns.co.uk

£ | InspiredKitchenDesignsltd
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- Warfield Parish Council

WARFIELD  7CountyLane, Warfield RG423JP  Tel: 01344 457777
PARISH COUNCIL E-mail: info@warfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

w Follow us on Twitter @WarfieldPC and Facebook Warfield Parish Council
www.warfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Welcome to the October update from Warfield Parish Council

Arts Week

It is almost time for the annual Binfield, Warfield & Winkfield Arts Week for

2021 and events will take place across the northern parishes of Bracknell
between the 24 - 31 October. A n's WEEK

Please visit the following web link for further information regarding the
event http://arts-week.org/

Sun 24" - Sun 31* October 2021

Local arts, crafts sad muth: morciheps & ovants Tor all
wae et wilan]

Arts and Crafts Exhibition
The 2021 Arts and Crafts Exhibition is on Friday 29th October 2021 to Sunday 31st October 2021 11.00-

4,00 daily at Brownlow Hall. It is a part of the overall Binfield Warfield & Winkfield Arts Week.

Enjoy paintings, craft items, sculptures, photographs and fabric works by leading local artists who enter
individually or as part of a local Art Group. Visit the exhibition and maybe you could find a local art
group/organisation you would like to join.

Grant Applications 2022/23

Warfield Parish Council awards grants annually to organisations for projects or events that will be of
benefit to the residents of the Parish. If you would like to apply for a grant for the financial year 2022/23
further information and an application form are available on our website. Alternatively, you may contact
the Parish Office. The deadline for submission of applications is 31 October 2021.

Parish Office

The Parish Office is now open Mon - Fri from 9:30 a.m. until midday.

Please be aware that the borough has increased the price of garden waste sacks, and these are now
£1.10. If you could bring correct change, it would be much appreciated.

Contact the Parish Council

If you need to contact us out of opening hours, please call us on 01344 457777 and leave a message or
e-mail info@warfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk. You can also use these contact details if you wish to reach
your local councillor.

If you run a local group or club and are looking for a daytime venue, we now have
availability at the Brownlow Hall. For more information contact us on the e-mail or
telephone number at the top of this page.

To advertise call 01344 444657 or E-mail info@wordmag.co.uk



10% OFF

No pressure washer used NEW ROOFS
Safe ladder access installed. -
All moss cleaned by hand G 50% OFF
Soft hand brushes used. MOSS REMOVAL
Hard wire brush for tough areas o
Anti-Moss and Algae treatment. EEA-%Z%FS
Gutters cleaned outlets unblocked
Clean & effective way. » From£39

Cost Effective. GUTTERS CLEANED

g 5 AT =
Moss removal ) Eind and
From _ : repair a leak

From £200

(The confederation of roofing contractors) Established in 1985,
CORC is the premier roofing trades association in the uk.
All new works carry our fully insured 10-20 year backed up guarantee.

Ask Roys Roofing for a FREE no obligation quote today!

ﬂ

Z3& 01753905003 €307494 040714

Email: roysroofingltd1@gmail.com
www.roysroofingltd.co.uk

R Ko S
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Puumplein Pie

The pertect Halloween freat...with no tricks

Preparation time: 40 minutes

Cooking time: 1 hour 40 minutes +
chilling time

Serves: 8

Ingredients

750g pumpkin or butternut squash,
peeled, deseeded, and cut into chunks
350g sweet shortcrust pastry (make your
own or buy ready-made)

140g caster sugar

2 tsp salt

Y2 tsp fresh nutmeg, grated

1 tsp cinnamon

2 eggs, beaten

25q butter, melted

175ml milk

1 tbsp icing sugar

Method

Place the chopped pumpkin into a large
saucepan, cover with water and bring to
the boil. Cover with a lid and simmer for
15 mins or until tender. Drain and allow
to cool, The final colour of your pumpkin
filling will depend on the colour of the
squash you choose. Some have a more
yellow flesh, like butternut squash and
others like the winter squash have a

much more orange flesh. They will both
taste equally good!

Preheat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas
4, Roll out the pastry on a lightly floured
surface and use it to line a 22cm loose-
bottomed flan tin, Chill for 15 mins. Line
the pastry with baking parchment and
baking beans, then bake for 15 mins.
Remove the beans and parchment, then
bake for a further 10 mins until the base
is pale golden and biscuity. Remove
from the oven and allow to cool slightly.

Increase oven temperature to
220C/200C fan/gas 7. Push the cooled
pumpkin through a sieve into a large
bowl to make a puree. In a separate
bowl, combine the sugar, salt, nutmeg
and half the cinnamon. Lightly beat
together the eggs, melted butter and
milk, then add to the pumpkin purée and
mix well. Pour the mixture into the tart
shell and bake for 10 minutes, Reduce
the temperature to 180C/M160C fan/gas 4
and continue to bake for 35-40 mins until
the filling has just set.

Remove from the oven and allow to cool
before removing the pie from the tin. You
can Mix the remaining cinnamon with the
icing sugar and dust over the pie or
decorate in a suitably spooky style.

To advertise call 01344 444657 or E-mail info@wordmag.co.uk



Resident

Richard J. Milam .
T.B.G Home 'B A-S

Hame Improvements

*  Interior and Exterior Painter and
Decorator Don’t DIY ! Let me Do It for You.
General Carpentry
Household Electrics Buy your kitchen, T'll fit it for you.

Ceramic Tiling Buy your bathroom, T'll fit it too.
Gardening

No Job too small,
Free Estimates and Fully
Insured

Call now on WWW .BA-SERVICES.CO.UK
Wokingham 01189 776617 or Tel: 01344 442 641 Mbl: 07720 29 55 29
Mobile 07771 633 620 Shropshire Gardens, WARFIELD.

Helping you achieve the lawn you’ve always wanted.

Phil Adshead runs Supagrass in the Berkshire area. He has
helped over 1000 customers improve their lawns, and has

world including Sunningdale & Augusta National Golf Club.

For a FREE lawn assessment and quote with Phil call
01256 461388 or email rbf@supagrass.co.uk

}é Lawn Fertilising j,f Aeration % Scarification
% Weed Killing }% Moss Control j,‘f Lawn Mowing

WWW. supagrass CO.uk o O

el AR .‘.?" i ._ o i - |_._-.- R .:-1. - 5 -:: g . o 3 oy i ; i
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Paul White o ——== CM Maintenance
Plumbing | pyymper

¢ Bathroom and shower tiling

¢ Taps, sinks, wash basins replaced
¢ Bathroom suite refurbishment

¢ Kitchen sink waste disposal units
* Hot water storage cylinders Bathrooms, Kitchens, Tiling
e Attic cold water cisterns

¢ Radiators replaced or repositioned
¢ No job considered too small

Plumbing and General Maintenance

No job too small

and General Handyman Jobs

Professionally qualified

=== Reliable, conscientious and Charlle Cooper
fully i d
uTytnsare Mobile: 07788 674739
Free quotation / visit or 01344 305694
Please call: ] g
01344 453 865 cm.maintenance@hotmail.co.uk
Sclo K
DLICIO L

o,
||:”Jl,::|

How to Play

Fill in the grid so that
every row, every col-
umn, and every 3x3
box contains the digits
1 through 9, with no
repetition!

&

Bl

That's all there is to it.

u“::::ln

You solve the puzzle
with reasoning and
logic - there’s no
maths involved and no
adding up.

]

It's fun. It's challeng-
ing. It's addictive!

u“::::lm

(solution on page 18)
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HOME VISITING
PODIATRY / CHIROPODY St "
_fnni Steve Coventry
P _CTICE Painter and Decorator
Julia dlng 19 W{:-rceste_rshire Lea
B.Sc (Hons) §M.Ch.S Warficld Berkshire RiG42 3TQ
HCPC Registered Podiatrist
20 years experience Ll Interiors & Exteriors
) I Covin
Full range of chiropody : Paintigg
treatments 3
; Wallpapering
Paint Effects
Insurance Wark
Free Estimates

;;hone 07746 472781

hepC | I e — -
44 The COLLEGE | registered 0134 458533 ¥ 07E10 Béasaa
L of PODIATRY coareioyg

A. ROONEY
Fencing & Gales

The Word

A ~ ~ 2N 2N N
Zo b\ Ul N Z/a AN ZA AN ZY 1T N Z00) 0N
FUONNT DNV DB £ PVRHE T EVEVET | D 1]
[
Would you like to advertise in The Word? T 01 344 752737 e
RV e ARSI
Please call: 01344 444657 e 07708 444047 Lo
or PO EEn L
[BRA R ARE R AN AN R R
[NRTIIRE I e .

Email: info@wordmag.co.uk

We can design an advert for you if required Free Estimates
Fully Insured
The copy deadline for the November edition is
8™ October 2021 Work Guaranteed
www.wordmag.co.uk References Available
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A Woodchips

COMPETITIVE
Tree surgery PRICES

Family run business in Harmans Water, Bracknell
Fully Insured - NPTC Qualified - 10+ years experience

Tree felling, reducing, reshaping and maintenance FREE
Stump grinding QUOTATIONS
Hedge trimming and maintenance AND
Wood chippings and logs for sale ADVICE

All green waste recycled

f

01344 425733 or 07867 523823
jose@woodchipsltd.co.uk www.woodchips.org.uk

D.M.S.

Landscaping & Building Services

« Garden Design and Build « Extensions

« Hard and Soft Landscaping « Conservatories

« Patios o Paths o All Groundwork

« Driveways « All Walling « All Brickwork

« Fencing o All Sleeper work o Decking

o Turfing o Artificial Lawn « Planting

« Garden Clearance « Log Cabins « Wooden Buildings

Email: danmadden1979@hotmail.com

Berkshire, Surrey & Hampshire For a free quotation call Daniel:
Tel. 01276 452337
li Find us on Facebook q Mob. 07944 681780
and Instagram N
Registered with BALI

To advertise call 01344 444657 or E-mail info@wordmag.co.uk



Need help with your accounts?

Book-keeping
VAT Returns
Invoicing

CIS Processing
Payroll

Self Assessment

Accounting Services

Give us a call today. It could take a lot off your mind.

Tel: 01344 860140

lvn@marleycroft.co.
www.marleycroft.co.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?

For friendly help with your laptops and desktops call EDI‘I‘IPUEEI‘ HE/F

Repairs - Slow-running PCs
- Viruses - Memory upgrades
R Broadband - Wireless Networks
“"ﬁf“ Printing - Email - Software
= Help - Advice - Tuition
(Warﬁeld baseoD

Home Users and Small Businesses

Call 01344 409019
= 07944 976422
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Gatden View

This month — Tidy up Time

By October the garden can look a little
tired: perennials collapse, leaves die back,
and there's debris everywhere. It can only
mean one thing, clean up time.

Cut Peonies, Leucanthemum, Mepeta,
Delphiniums, Hardy Geraniums, and Phlox
back to ground level, but leave anything
with ornamental seed heads such as
poppies, Alliums, and grasses. When the
first frosts hit these plants will gain a new
lease of life and add some sparkly
architectural beauty to the garden.

Leave more delicate perennials such as
Penstemons with the top growth in place
to provide some winter protection. You
can cut them back in the spring just before
new growth occurs.

Herbaceous perennials can be divided
now and moved around to fill gaps in the
border. Perennials can become congested
and tired, and flower less as they age. Dig
up the clump and break it up with a sharp
spade, selecting the best, newer chunks
from the outside to replant. The dying
centre of the plant can be composted.
Most plants
need to be
divided every
three to five
years but
SOme more
vigorous
varieties like
Achillea
require it
more often
and others.
The
exception is
Peonies,
which hate
any kind of
disturbance.
Leave them
alone.

Once the
borders are

cleared and plants have been relocated,
it's time to get rid of any weeds, which
have flourished in the autumn sunshine.
Then you can mulch using compost or leaf
maould. Mulching helps to protect the more
tender plants while improving the structure
of the soil and generally making things
look neater. Make a layer around 3-4cms
deep but don't cover the centre crown of
any plants.

Types of organic mulch

Compost

Bark

Grass cuttings
Composted manure
MNewspaper
Shredded Leaves
Straw

By Rachael Leverton

To advertise call 01344 444657 or E-mail info@wordmag.co.uk



Your Greens

Food hygiene is important

When we think about food poisoning,
mast of us think about undercooked
chicken or dodgy seafood, but some of
the most notable outbreaks, have been
tied to vegetables like Romaine lettuce,
cucumbers, and soft fruit.

Public Health England advises people
to remove any loose soil before storing
vegetables and wash all veg and
salads thoroughly that will be eaten raw
unless they have been pre-prepared
and are specifically labelled "ready to
eal”.

It's important to bear in mind that no
method of cleaning is guaranteed to
remove all bacteria when it comes to
raw food — but you can significantly
reduce risk. So, what is the best way to
wash veg?

Wash your hands and clean all
preparation surfaces first! .

By Louise Addison

CRAFT & DESIGN FAIR 2021

Then wash produce just before you use it
because dampness encourages bacteria
growth

Let things soak — For anything that grows
in the ground, submerge it in cold water
and leave it there for up to 20 minutes to
let the soil particles come loose, then take
it out and nnse under running water.
Lettuce leaves should be broken off before
washing. Chops leeks before washing,
because it makes it easier for the soil
particles to flush out from between the
layers. Even organic food needs to be
washed.

Old fashioned salad spinners are great to
‘de-soggify’ (as my teen puts it) salad
leaves, but you can shake them outside
and leave to dry on kitchen paper.

Treat mushrooms differently —
Mushrooms can be dirty, but they are like
sponges and soaking will make them
soggy. Brush the soil off and rinse them. I
you're sauteing them the heat will kill any
bacteria.

Fresh herbs — store them in a sealed
plastic bag with a piece of kitchen paper to
prolong their life. It really works! Wash
them before use.

Pre-packed salads - These are often
washed in a low-chlorine solution to Kill off
bacteria, so in theory they should be fine to
eal straight from the bag. This comes
down to personal choice.

Store all salad and vegetables, and berries
in a cold environment because it slows
down the rate at which bacteria multiply.
Many modern fridges have a super cold
salad drawer.

* . ikt
4 E-

y .

Sat 13 & Sun 14 Nov - 10am-5pm

South Hill Park - Bracknell RG12 7TPA

i 5
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W‘\g We LoVe q‘\osts

Recent studies show that between 30-
40% of people in the UK are believe in
ghosts, with those aged between 18 and
34 most likely to believe in paranormal
activity. In the US figures are much higher.

Unlikely as it seems, ghosts and hauntings
are a mainstream area of belief, and this
belief is global, with most cultures around
the world having some widely accepted
types of ghosts. But why are people so
keen to believe when the existence of a
ghost as a disembodied soul or spirit of a
dead person directly contradicts the laws
of science?

In literature ghosts address some basic
human needs, including the desire for
justice. Shakespeare's Hamlet is visited by
the ghost of his murdered father seeking
revenge on Claudius, his murderer; and in
Macbeth the murdered Banquo appears at
a banquet both as a reminder of
Macbeth's guilt and to foreshadow more
deaths to come.

In Kenya, a murdered person may
become a ngoma, a spirit who pursues
their murderer, sometimes causing them
to give themself up to the police. In Russia
the rusalka is the spirit of a dead woman
who died by drowning and then lures men
to their death.

By Jess Miller

But ghosts are not always
vengeful, they can also be
friends and protectors. In
Charles Dickens' A
Christmas Carol, Ebenezer
Scrooge is helped by three
ghosts to mend his cruel
and hard-hearted ways
before it's too late. In the
film Sixth Sense, a ghost
helps a young boy to come
to terms with his ability to
see dead people.

Many people like to believe
that death is not the end of
existence. They are comforted by thinking
that their deceased loved ones are
watching over them. It can also help them
face the idea of our own mortality. Most of
us believe that our physical being is
separate from our consciousness which
means it's not a huge leap for us to
entertain the idea that our mind could
have an existence separate from our body
and thus that our mind or consciousness
could survive death. Some people even
believe that the dead can communicate
with the living through mediums and
spiritualism.

It seems our love of the paranormal runs
deep and Halloween is the perfect time to
indulge.

Perfect Halloween Films
Ghost Films
Casper

Sixth Sense

The Woman in Black

The Legend of Hell House

The Ghost of Mrs Muir

FParaMorman
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A Good Read

Ghost Story by
Peter Straub

Although Straub
had written a
couple of novels
before this, this
was the book that
made his name.
It was written in
the late
seventies, and is
an epic creeping
horror that has
influenced many other writers, including
Stephen King.

Ghost story,

I
?c\lt.:‘ita\lb

It is set in a small fictional town, where the
elderly members of The Chowder Society
meet regularly to tell each other spooky
stories over a few drinks. The book opens
with a seemingly unconnected tale and
then the death of one of the group
members. Each of the remaining
members begins to experience similar,
nightmarish, dreams. Contacting the
nephew of their dead friend, they find he
also has something to contribute to their
shared nocturnal visions, forcing them to
explore people and events from their
collective past—a past they'd much rather
forget.

The novel, although good in its own right,
is also a tribute to ghost stories in general.
Straub obviously set out to pay his
respects to the genre and there are nods
to Mathaniel Hawthorne and M.R James
among others. There's a main overarching
plot that incorporates a few shorter
stories. Straub was clearly having fun,
and he includes most of the ingredients
for a classic scary story. IU's not fast
paced but the tension builds nicely, and a
real sense of menace develops as Straub
draws all the threads together for the
climax.

It's a must for fans of all things scary. The
storytelling is superb and it's definitely
good read for Halloween.

In the Night Kitchen by Maurice
Sendak

Another book from the Seventies, In the
Night Kitchen is not as well-known as
Sendak's other dreamscape, Where the
Wild Things Are, but is every bit as
magical, with beautiful ilustrations.

The story is a fragmented, comic book
romp through a child's dream. A stream-of
-consciousness, random, quirky, child's-
eye-view of the world, set in a sort of
kitchen-cum-cityscape built from giant
boxes of baking ingredients. Written in a
poetic meter that stretches and contracts
with the ebb and flow of the action, it's
almost as much fun for an adult to read as
for a child to listen.

My kids {aged 5 and 3) love it, but | will
issue a nudity warning to those parents
who may not appreciate some of the
illustrations. The little boy Mickey is naked
for most of the book, which my three-year-
old finds utterly hilarious for some reason.
My husband had no problem with the
nudity, but he wasn't fond of the Oliver
Hardy look-alike bakers, proving that even
Sendak can’t please everyone.

Giant milk bottles, planes made from
bread: for me, Sendak is a master
storyteller who doesn’t talk down to his
audience. It's highly stylised and like
Where the
Wild Things
Are it feels
slightly of its
time, but that
doesn't
matter; the
kids feel a
mixture of
intrigue,
exciternent,
trepidation,
and wonder -
it's perfect
storytelling.

By Tash Donovan
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USC{:UI Numbers

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 Gas Emergency 0800 111999
(Anonymous freephone number) Electricity Emergency 0800 404090

Thames Valley Police 101 Power Cut Helpline 105
(Non-emergency number) Water Emergency 0333 0000365

Emergency 999

Bracknell Forest Council 01344 352000 ChildLine 0800 1111
(Customer Services) Samaritans 116 123

Bracknell Town Council 01344 420079 DrinkLine 0300 1231110

Binfield Parish Council 01344 454602

Warfield Parish Council 01344 457777 National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950

Winkfield Parish Council 01344 885110 Gatwick Airport 0844 8920322
Heathrow Airport 0844 3351801

NHS help & advice 111

Heatherwood Hospital 01344 623333

Royal Berkshire Hospital 0118 3225111 South Hill Park 01344 484123
Wexham Park Hospital 01753 633000 Bracknell Leisure Centre 01344 454203
Frimley Park Hospital 01276 604604 The Look Out 01344 354400
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Baad Teaecher

What to do when yaur chﬁd has issues with their teacher

Most parents worry a

little at the beginning of T I-
a school year; will the -
new teacher be a gnod

o i'ii'ﬁx.mﬂ __-1‘".'5
fit for my child? Usually ¢ = - i

things work out fine, |
even if there are afew &
rocky moments initially.
But if problems persist, [I
what is the best way to
handle it?

Reading emotional signals isn't easy but
as a parent its usually wise to trust your
instincts.

Riding out a year with a difficult teacher
can help a child learn resilience and
problem-solving. We can probably all
remember at least one teacher with a
‘reputation’ from our own school days. It's
requires careful judgement. One child
might be able to rationalise (with a little
parental support) that harsh criticism says
maore about the teacher than it does about
them, while another may become anxious
and stop enjoying school. You know your
child best.

If you feel there might be a problem try to
get as much detail as possible. The idea is
to get a more concrete sense of your
child's viewpoint. Probe gently and
casually to avoid causing distress, do
make sure that it's not an overreaction to
normal teacher behaviour,

Tell your child that you're going to write
down what she's saying so you can have a
conversation with the teacher. Make it
clear that you care about what's
happening, and that their concerns are
going to be heard, but that you are not
going in to make trouble.

If you decide to speak with the teacher,
don't try to catch them at drop-off or pick-
up time. Book an appointment. Approach
the situation as someone seeking help in
solving a problem. Use inclusive language
and explain the situation using as many of
your child's own words as possible.

-T-T_H' L
' 'r‘iEH

Saying, 'Can you help
me understand why
Kiera seems so anxious
before school,' is better
than 'Kiera says you're
mean to her.' This will
help not to escalate the
situation. Teachers are
human though and
some are very sensitive.
Do your best to
reassure them that
you're not blaming them. However, you
are there to advocate for your child so try
not to be derailed if they become
defensive. Stay calm and repeat that
you're simply trying to understand what's
going on.

Ideally, the teacher will shed light on the
situation, and you can have a mutually
useful conversation that will help them
teach your child effectively. But at the very
least you'll understand more about how
the teacher communicates. They may be
taciturn, or snarky or perfectly nice but just
not very genial. Then you can talk to your
child about how some people are not as
smiley, or patient as others but they aren't
necessarily a horrible person.

Of course, if the meeting doesn't go well
you might have to take it higher, maybe to
the head of year, or the deputy head.,
Explain the steps you've taken and stress
that you are concerned about your child's
education. You might be given the option
of another meeting with the teacher, or
they might decide to deal with the situation
in house. If nothing changes, remain calm,
but be firm and make it clear yvou're not
going away. As a last resort request a
move to another class.

It's upsetting as a parent to watch your
child struggle. But remember, even if the
outcome isn't perfect, watching how you
deal with things in a calm, rational and
encouraging manner will teach them a
great life lesson.

By Sarah Davey
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Getting started with fishing

My son loves to be outdoors spending
time in the countryside. | told him how my
dad and | used to have fantastic fun on
our fishing trips to the various rivers and
lakes around the area where we lived.
This caught his interest and he asked if we
could go fishing. Sounded great me!

Luckily we have a small angling-supply
shop in our village, so we popped in to
look around and get some advice.

The staff were very knowledgeable and
talked us through the equipment choice for
a good quality, but reasonably priced
starter set. This consisted of a nice rod
suitable for float fishing and spinning, a
good quality reel to go with it (don't forget
to get some fishing line and ask if the staff
can fit it for you!), some floats and hooks
for maggoet fishing and some lures for
going after pike and perch. A few other
bits and bobs and we were ready to catch
our first whoppers for under £100.

By this time the staff knew we were
novices, so they weren't surprised when
we answered their, "Have you got your
licences?" question with a puzzled look.

It turns out there are a number of rules
and regulations you need to obey if you
want to go fishing and stay on the right
side of the law.

In England and Wales anyone aged over
13 needs a rod fishing licence. It's
free if you're 16 or under and
about £30 per year for an adult. In
Scotland you just need permission
for the place you want to fish from
the landowner or angling club. In
MNorthern Ireland you'll need a
licence and a permit for the stretch e
of water. In Scotland and Northern =
Ireland some rivers and lakes are =55
controlled by angling clubs, so

you'll need to check before you
head off to the river.

It's also turns out that you can’t
just fish whenever you want.

By Tony Carter

Rivers in England and Wales have a close
season from 15" March to 15" June.
Scotland and Ireland also have close
seasons with most being controlled by the
angling clubs that own the fishing rights,
s0 again make sure you check with them.

Some rules do get a bit complicated with
different fish having close seasons, and
certain types of bait being allowed only in
certain locations and at certain times, but
don't be discouraged. Check out the
gov.uk website or have a chat with your
local angling club. They will be more than
happy to help.

If you're fishing for pleasure you'll most
likely put any fish you catch back into the
water - obviously taking loads of photos
before you do! But if you do plan on
keeping some fish for eating there are a
number of regulations on your catch sizes.
These cover both the minimum size of the
fish and the number. It varies from region
to region so make sure you check out the
rules for the place you want to fish.

With a little research you can feel
reassured that your fishing trip won't end
in a fine. As for our first trip out; no luck
with the bigger pike and perch but some
great fun with the smaller fish using a float
and maggot. Mot exactly whoppers, but we
can always try again next time.

To advertise call 01344 444657 or E-mail info@wordmag.co.uk



® Tiling & Slating

® Flat Roofs

® | eadwork

® Free Quotes & Advice
® From Small Repairs to

M onarch
Complete New Roofs

07814 650486

narchroofingservices.co.uk

Wi facabook]  NVO cxc]

Something
to SELL?

PDE §
ELECTRICS

Domestic & Commercial Electrical Installations

EV Charger
EICR Landlord reporting

Web: www.pdfelectrics.com
Email: paul@pdfelectrics.com m ..
Tel: 07747 593182 wmien 2]

WWW.

CallOliverNow

07591 591 851 .com
Your Personal Seller

$.. OVEN CLEANING
a SPECIALIST
Your worst chore? I have the ‘Solution’
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ca: 07808 803 808
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Trusted to care

Award winning care homes

If you're considering care for
yourself or a loved one, discover
why Care UK leads the way with
over 35 years' experience.

Call 01344 981363 or email
suzanne.woodward@careuk.com
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Bickerton House care home
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careuk.com/bickerton-house Cq re U K
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company?
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ARTIFICIAL GRASS EXPERTS

Transform your
lawn with Trulawn

Trulawn Artificial Grass is suitable for lawns.
children's play areas. patios. balconies and pool surrounds.

Child Safe UV Stabilised M| NoMud

Quick Draining ‘® PetFriendly ‘ No Watering

"\i‘? Durable w No Mowing #’ No Pesticides

Arrange your FREE site survey:
0333 456 0735 Vulcan Way, Sandhurst, GU47 9DB trulawn.co.uk
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